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BIO 

Ahmad Yousefbeigi is an inspired and sought-after Kurdish Iranian percussionist. Born in Sanandaj, Iran, 
his passion for rhythm was fostered by the musical nature of Kurdish community life and his brother's 
guidance. At the age of twelve he began formal study of Tonbak and Daf. 

Since moving to Seattle in 1998, Ahmad has captivated audiences in the Pacific Northwest with  
the energetic, nomadic folk songs of his native Kurdistan and the delicate, lyrical rhythms of Persian 
classical music and poetry. 

In 2003 Ahmad formed Kamand, a traditional Persian classical and Kurdish folk ensemble.  
In Kamand, he was the lead singer and percussionist. For 3 years—2006, 2008 and 2009—he  
produced, organized and performed with Kamand and other guest artists to create a 2 hour  
music and dance concert called Norooz—a celebration commemorating the Iranian New Year  
and the first day of Spring—at Town Hall Seattle.

Ahmad's versatility, love of cultural exchange and collaboration has since led him to perform with many 
musicians and bands outside of traditional Iranian and Kurdish music. 

In 2011, Ahmad joined the Seattle Balkan band, Kafana Republik, which faithfully recreates the music 
of Eastern Europe from Macedonia, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Serbia and Croatia. Their repertoire highlights the 
songs, ballads and dance music that forms the heart beat and the soul of these cultures. The kafana has 
a place of honor in the Balkans- typically a cafe or a coffee house; a place where the community gathers 
to share food, drink, ideas, songs, passion and experiences.

In September of 2010 Ahmad along with composer and multi-instrumentalist Bill Wolford and  
bass player Jerry Schroeder founded YESOD, an acoustic, ambient, improvisational ensemble.

In 2010 Ahmad joined local Middle-Eastern band, Shoruk. 

From 2007-2008 Ahmad was a founding member of another pan-Middle Eastern music  
ensemble, Mashriq. 

He has performed multiple times as a guest percussionist playing Daf with the Seattle Peace Choir—in 
an interpretation of Mozart's Requiem and Beethoven's Ode to Joy. 

Ahmad is a former member of Sin Fronteras, a South American folk band in which he played Argentine 
Bombo, Arabic Darabuka and Charchas. 

In 2011, Ahmad was priveledged to be invited to perform as a guest artist with Araz Ensemble, an Azeri 
band on tour from Iran. 

Other performance highlights include appearances on Seattle Public Radio Stations KUOW and KBCS; 
on Big Night Out on the Seattle Channel; at Benaroya Hall; Seattle City Hall; Kirkland Performance 
Center; Bellevue Community College; South Seattle Community College; UW Meany Hall, and 
Classical Tuesdays in Old Town Tacoma. Ahmad has also performed with Kamand for Rick Steve's Iran: 
Yesterday and Today presentation. He has performed and taught regularly at the Northwest Folklife 
Festival at the Seattle Center as well as Folklife in the School's K-12 music program. He has taught 
Kurdish folk songs and Daf at Mendocino Middle Eastern Music and Dance Camp. Ahmad teaches 
Daf, Tonbak, and Kurdish line dancing.	

Ahmad has studied the Persian classical singing repertoire called Pish-Radif with Dr. Houssein Omoumi, 
master ney player. At Simon Shaheen's Arabic Music Retreat he was invited to join Simon Shaheen's 
ensemble in a performance.
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YESOD-Improvisations 2010
Percussion: Ahmad Yousefbeigi
Strings: Bill Wolford

Listen: http://vividsoundrecordings.bandcamp.com/album/yesod-improvisations-2010



Ahmad Reza Yousefbeigi
Daf & Tonbak Percussionist

ahmadrysb@yahoo.com
206-303-7275   

www.kurdishdrum.com    www.kamand.org

2009 Kamand at Classical Tuesdays in Old Town Tacoma
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2009 Norooz Music & Dance Concert, Town Hall Seattle
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2008 Norooz Music & Dance Concert, Town Hall Seattle
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2006 Norooz Music & Dance Concert, Town Hall Seattle

Traditional Iranian musical ensemble, Kamand,
and local Pan-American music group, Sin Fronteras,  
in association with La Casa de Artes, invite you to celebrate 
the ancient Iranian tradition of Norooz -- a New Year festival 
that coincides with the earth's cycle of springtime renewal, rebirth, 
and rejuvenation. In Iran, Norooz is celebrated by cleaning 
the home, gathering with family and friends, making peace 
with the troubles and challenges of the past year, and starting 
anew with celebratory music, dance, and community gatherings.  
The universal themes of Norooz -- forgiveness, renewal, unity -- 
are celebrated in many cultures around the world, 
in a multitude of ways.  

Please join us for a very special evening 
of Persian and Latin American music 
and dance, in recognition and celebration 
of our common connection to the earth's 
cycles and to each other.

March 19th, 2006 at 7pm 
 

 Concert 
 Town Hall

It's time for a good spring cleaning!  
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2006 Norooz Music & Dance Concert Town Hall Seattle - Sin Fronteras & Kamand
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2008 Mashriq at South Seattle Community College


